
Informationen dankend erhalten von E.Zimmerman (eMail vom 12.08.22) 

16.1 U564 wird angegriffen mit Artilleriefeuer von ein Geleitschiff am 05/05/42 

DBF record #36732, of U564 (Suhren) indicates she was attacked by artillery by an escort vessel at 0715 hours, May 
5, 1942, in grid DB9736. This KTB is also on Jerry's site: U-boat Archive and translated into English. Position is given 
as DB9736, U564 escaped on the surface. I've attached the excerpt of the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary for May 5, 
1942 indicating the USCGC NIKE opened fire on a U-boat and had a surfaced engagement between 0145 and 
0259/Q (Q=EWT) when she lost contact. It was believed the U/B submerged but according to the KTB U564 got away 
on the surface. The position is only given as off St. Lucie Buoy, Florida. Checking reveals that the St. Lucie Inlet is 
given position 27.09N 80.09W (DB9765) and clearly the engagement would have been seaward of the inlet. The 
positions are a good match and times though not coinciding perfectly with the 6 hour difference, are off by only 
minutes. No doubt about this match. 
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133937623 (see image 13) 

16.2 U98 greift Geleitschiff an, und wird angegriffen, am 05/05/42. 

DBF records #3455 & #3456, of U98 (Schulze) on May 5, 1942. At 0733 hours she fired a 4 torpedo spread 
at a destroyer that all missed. She went to the bottom in shallow water and reported being damaged by 8 
depth charges between 0736 and 0850 hours. All of this action is reported in the DBF in grid DB91. 



I think the following extract from the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary for May 1942 leaves no doubt what destroyer 
was involved with U98. Times are pretty much an exact match when comparing EWT to GST (6 hours difference) and 
29.19N 80.50W = DB9112. I think it safe to add the USS NOA as the destroyer both missed by the attack of U98 and 
then the subsequent hunter afterwards. The DBF does not specifically say this but it appears U98 attacked on the 
surface and was forced to crash dive by the NOA. Her tactic of laying on the bottom was successful in this instance. 
Must have been terrifying for the crew, trapped in shallow water and it was indeed fortunate for them that the search 
was ordered to cease by ComGulfSeaFron. 

USS NOA’s war diary for May 1942 is also available online: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133930205

16.3 U507 wird angegriffen von ein Geleitschiff am 17/05/42 

DBF (record #28793) U507 (Schacht) reports depth charge attacks between 1602 and 1815 hours with light damage, 
grid DM19. The translated KTB of this patrol is also available to view at Jerry's U-boat Archive site. There a little 
additional information can be gleaned. The attack was in DM1974, began at some time after 1602 hours and that 
U507 believed that in total 10 depth charges had been used during the time frame. 

Extract from the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary for May 17, 1942, interesting that the time is recorded in GCT here 
as usually these diaries used EWT. Position 24.06N 82.52W equates to DM1974. There is no doubt about this match 
here, the USCGC GALATEA was the vessel that attacked U507. 

16.4 U103 attacks a freighter, freighter that returns fire, on 24/05/42 

DBF (#38320 & #3686) U103 (Winter) encounters and attacks a freighter – the freighter returns fire. The vessel 
involved was the ROBERT TREAT PAINE.

20.40N 81.30W equates to DM8182. The DBF records the action in DM73 which is close, the KTB of U103 for this 
patrol is also available to be viewed translated to English on Jerry's site. It indicates that at 1257 hours U103 was in 
grid DM8172. A bit of further research indicates the ROBERT TREAT PAINE was an American Liberty ship. Brand 
new, launched in May 1942. 7,176 GRT. 

16.5 U558 was attacked by a ‚flying boat‘ on 25/05/42

DBF (#36139) U558 (Krech) attacked in EC1456 at 0350 hours, Flying boat - 4 depth charges. This was a Catalina 
(PBY-5A) of USN squadron VP-92 piloted by ensign J.M. Larson. You can find further details in the current version of 
AC ATTACK that you have. 

The COMCARIBSEAFRON war diary for ‚1 Apr 1942 - 30 Jun 1942’ gives for May 24, 1942: 
(https://www.fold3.com/image/267973912, image 124): 



and… 
(https://www.fold3.com/image/267973923, image 126):

Despite the minor differences in positions both of the above attacks are actually the same one. It was carried out by 
Catalina P-6/VP-92 piloted by Ens. J.M. Larson. It was sent to assist the merchant vessel SS BEATRICE which was 
under surface attack by U558 (KL Günther Krech). The following is the DBF (# 36139 on May 25th because of the 
time difference) entry which has been supplemented by Frans: U558 attacked the BEATRICE by gunfire at 0141 in 
position EC1471 setting her afire. She eventually sank. At 0350 - EC1556 (but certainly a misprint for EC1456) 
approached by a flying boat showing navigation lights. Crash dive - 4 bombs. No damage. The Catalina narrative from 
the attack report (where the attacking unit has been misnamed as VP-02, again confirming we are not the only 
generation to struggle with typo mistakes :) On A/S patrol the aircraft responded to a SOS from the SS BEATRICE 
which was under artillery attack by a U-boat. While flying at 500 feet the U-boat was sighted fully surfaced under the 
starboard bow (the burning BEATRICE was also visible at this time). The aircraft was close and had to pass over the 
U/B to get into an attacking position. On return it released 4 DCs set to 50 foot depth from an altitude of 100 feet. The 
C/T had submerged 5 seconds before the bomb explosions. The first DC was estimated to be on the swirl and the 
others in line up to 75 feet away. No results to the attack are mentioned in the report although at least some damage 
was assumed. 



16.6 U157 wird verfolgt – und versenkt - im Juni 1942 

I was unable to locate the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary for June 1942.  
There is however a 6 page preliminary report from COMGULFSEAFRON dated June 18, 1942, on the subject of a 
‚„Killer hunt“ for enemy submarine 10-14 June‘ (see https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133911317) but apparently no 
complete diary available for the month. 

The killer hunt referred to is a good description of the hunt for U157 (KK Wolf Henne) that resulted in the destruction of 
the boat by the USCGC THETIS e.a. (see points 11 till 16 of the above report).  

I adjusted ACATTACK (ACATTACK is Eric’s database documenting 4700+ aircraft attacks on u-boats) to reflect what 
is given in this report. As far as the DBF is concerned it lists the SS HAGAN sunk June 11, 1942 by U157. Although 
this vessel was torpedoed at 2122/10 EWT or Q, this, when converted to the time kept by U-boats would indeed be on 
the 11th and thus as the DBF standard is to report it's times as those given by the u-boats I would recommend no 
change in this record.  

However, the DBF (#5526) records that U157 was attacked twice (0305 & 0520Q/13) by B-18s of the USAAF 20th BS. 
This is incorrect. In both those instances a radar equipped B-18 (it was the same a/c in both cases) made contact with 
a submarine (certainly U157) but there was no actual attack either by weapons dropped or strafing, nor was there any 
return fire. In both cases U157 was able to crash dive early enough that an attack was not carried out (Below is the 
excerpt from the noted report). I leave it up to you to decide whether the record should be adjusted and remain in 
DUIKBOOT or be deleted. If it remains then I would note that there were several other contacts by aircraft that were 
hunting U157 that are not currently in the DBF. 



16.7 Flugzeugangriff auf U154 am 04/07/42 

In DBF (#5370) attack by a/c on U154 (KK Walther Kölle) – July 4, 1942, 1951 hours - DL92 - 2 bombs light damage. 
I've no absolute proof but am convinced this attack was by a Kingfisher of USN squadron VS-2-D7. Further 
information from Frans indicates the attack was in DL9252 (20.57N 86.03W = Yucatan Channel) with 2 bombs of 
small calibre. The extracts below support this theory. 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, images 12 & 13) 

Unfortunately the below page included in the COMGULFSEAFRONT war diary on July 1942 has no follow up. The 
sketch, said to be in enclosure, is not present in the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary for July 1942. The subsequent 
pages are missing but I believe it quite likely that the reference is to the attack on U154 and therefore would confirm 
the link to VS-2-D7. 

(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 69) 

16.8 Flugzeugangriff auf U129 am 05/07/42

U129 (KL Hans Ludwig Witt) was attacked twice in this same vicinity on 05/07/42 by aircraft of VS-2D7, this has been 
confirmed, even though details in this instance are also very sketchy in the war diary of this sea frontier.  

(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 62 05/07/42) 

0845EWT = 1245Z = 1445DSZ; 2140N 8540W = DL6869 
U129 reports to have been attacked 05/07/42 in DL68 at 1437DSZ 



(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 64, 05/07/42) 

2150N 8520W = DL6943; 1130EWT = 1530Z = 1730DSZ 
U129 reports to have again been sighted bu an A/C 05/07/42 in DL68 at 1710DSZ, dived, and was bombed. 

Incidentally while looking into this I discovered that the entries for the air attacks on U129 on July 5, 1942 (#43745 & 
#4841) both place the action in the North Atlantic in the Operations Area field. All other entries for U129 surrounding 
this date, name the Western Atlantic (WA) as the zone of operations and as these attacks were in the Yucatan 
Channel clearly this would be more appropriate. 

16.9 Flugzeugangriff auf U129 am 18/07/42 

DBF (#4845) air attack on U129 (KL Hans Ludwig Witt). Ref AC ATTACK, Attack credited to a Kingfisher. This can 
now be fleshed out a bit more using the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary. 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 197, 18/07/42) 

Lt. J.M. Ennis was the c/o of USN squadron VS2-D7, no doubt this was the squadron involved. 

16.10 Flugzeugangriff auf U134 am 21/07/42 

DBF record (#5058) air attack on U134 (KL Rudolf Schendel) - 2103 hours - DB77 - 3 bombs, no damage. 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 234, 21/07/42) 

There is a small time difference of 17 minutes in the reported actions but 27.35N 88.05W = DB7712. This is pretty 
certain to be the attack reported by U134. 

The attacking aircraft is named in my correspondence with our late friend Ragnar as VN8D8-A, no source was named. 
VN is definitely the USN designation for a training squadron, although to my mind to maintain consistency I would 
think that it would be VN-8-D8A the D8 referring to USN naval district 8, I'm not sure what the A would represent. 



16.10 Flugzeugangriffe auf U171 am 28/07/42 und 01/08/42 (see also Q013.pdf)

I'm pretty comfortable with the entries you've added to the DBF in regards to U171 (KL Günther Pfeffer). I think they 
are about as correct as they can be made as per our earlier discussions on this topic. In one small addition I would 
recommend adding WA to the Ops Area field for the attack on U171 by the USCG Widgeon on July 31, 1942. 
(#214164), the field is currently just blank. 

16.11 U508 greift an und wird angegriffen 06/08/42 

The following entries involving U508 (KL Georg Staatts) are in DUIKBOOT for this date: 

(#37387) 0115 - DM43 - A convoy of 20 ships with air escort is sighted 
(#31844) 0155 - DM43 - U508 attacks 2 x 1 fired torpedoes 
(#37388) 0230 - DM43 - the boat reports 5 depth charges which caused light damage  

Looking back 6 hours (the relevant time difference EWT  DSZ) the entries in the COMGULFSEAFRON war diary 
that can add to the U508 information are found on August 5th, 1942. In addition to the excerpts below the war diary 
holds the action report of P-7 VP-81 piloted by Lt.(jg) L.T. Wilds. 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 34, 05/08/42) 

(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, images 36 & 37, 05/08/42) 

(Walter: the war diary of USS BAINBRIDGE (cf. https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133967272, image 88) makes no 
mention of a torpedo-attack on the BAINBRIDGE, neither does the KTB U508. See hereafter) 

The actual KTB U508 can be accessed online (through Jerry's site, Wojceich Laskowski has made the individual KTBs 
for all? of the U-boats available for download) This is the extract of U508s KTB: 



So putting this all together as how it affects the DBF: Clearly the convoy sighted and attacked by U508 was KN-127. 
One of U508s torpedoes fired at 0155/6 was sighted running at 1958/Q/5 (this entire action is remarkable for how 
perfectly the times of the various reports correspond to each other, given the 6 hours time difference EWT  DSZ) by 
the escorting Catalina. In an attempt to divert or explode the torpedo a single DC was dropped along its run path and 
following the wake 3 further DCs were released around the estimated position of the submerged U/B. Contrary to what 
the war diary says the first DC did not affect the run of the torpedo (see attack report) which in any case did not hit its 
target. The KTB and ASS both indicate that the explosions heard on the boat following the attack led U508 to claim 
damaging 2 ships, this should probably be reflected in the DBF. As no ships were hit and the reported explosions 
were at about the same time as the VP-81's depth charges were detonating it seems that indeed the U-boat crew took 
these explosions as hits. The U-boat was never physically seen during the PBY's attack and indeed seems not to 
have realized she was the target of aircraft attack. The US destroyer DECATUR also dropped a pattern of depth 
charges at about this time (Walter: not mentioned in DECATUR’s war diary at 
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/134029955?objectPage=50) and these may also have added to U508s perception that 
it had made a successful attack. The depth charge attack at 0230/6 which shook up U508 is definitely the attack by 
USS BAINBRIDGE at 2030Q (again perfect match) in 24.01N 82.10W (=DM1998). 
In AC ATTACK I indicate an attack on U508 by Catalina P-7 VP-81 but I leave it to you and Frans to decide whether 
you want to add an additional entry into the DBF. 

16.12 U164 wird von Flugzeuge angegriffen am 31/08/42 

DBF holds information on two air attacks on U164 (KK Otto Fechner) 
(#5812) 1455 – DL936 - 2 bombs, no damage. Attacker correctly identified as Ki S2/VS-2D7 (USN) 
(#5813) 1825 – DL9369 - 1 bomb, light damage. 
Both attacks were made by Kingfishers of VS-2D7 (USN) 
(https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, image 263, 31/08/42) 



The Gulf War Diary holds the attacking report of both Kingfishers (https://catalog.archives.gov/id/133952511, images 
265 and following). The second Kingfisher attacking at 1230/Q in 20.40N 84.58W (=DL9391) was S-11/VS-2D7 
piloted by Lt.(jg) A.V. Vorndam 


